
 

From: Andy Strangeway  

Sent: Saturday, June 6, 2020 7:09 AM 
To: teresa@gregknight.com ; robert.goodwill.mp@parliament.uk  

Subject: Stay Overnight Covid Regulation - Fundamentally Flawed 

  
Dear Greg and Robert, 

  

Could I please refer you to https://andystrangewayindependent.com/2020/06/06/stay-

overnight-covid-regulation-fundamentally-flawed/ 

  

It would appear that the Government need to revisit the regulation. 

  

If I can be of further assistance please do not hesitate to contact me. 

  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

  

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 

 

From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2020 9:10 AM 
To: info@island-man.co.uk  

Subject: Covid 19(Case Ref: GK27422) 

  

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  
Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 

Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 
www.gregknight.com 

  
 
  
Dear Andy 
  
I thank you for your recent email and note what you say. 
  
The aim of the regulations is to try to limit the spread of Covid19 amongst 
communities where it largely does not exist.  To have people travelling the country 
and staying away from home could mean an infected person brings the virus to an 
area of nil or low incidence. 
  
I will pass on your concerns about the wording of the regulation to Ministers and it 
will be a matter for them to reflect on what you have to say. 
  
However, I think most people, using commonsense, would understand that staying 
somewhere ‘overnight’ means spending an evening during which part would be 

https://andystrangewayindependent.com/2020/06/06/stay-overnight-covid-regulation-fundamentally-flawed/
https://andystrangewayindependent.com/2020/06/06/stay-overnight-covid-regulation-fundamentally-flawed/


occupied by sleeping, away from one’s own home.  If there is anyone who has 
received a ticket or has been charged with an offence who does not understand this, 
or think that they have been treated fairly, then of course, they are quite at liberty to 
challenge it 
  
If anyone locally has a problem with a ticket unfairly issued, they can always contact 
me and I will look into it. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Greg Knight 
 

From: Andy Strangeway  
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2020 10:36 AM 

To: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Subject: Re: Covid 19(Case Ref: GK27422) 

  
Dear Greg, 

  

Thank you for your email. I appreciate that you may be under additional pressure at the 

moment but with all due respect your reply gives me concern as to how you are coping and 

(REDACTED). This is highlighted by: 

1. “The aim of the regulations is to try to limit the spread of Covid19 amongst 

communities where it largely does not exist.”  - Your statement suggests it is less 

aimed amongst communities where it largely does exist to try to limit the spread of 

Covid19. This is absurd and shocking.  

2. “However, I think most people, using commonsense, would understand that staying 

somewhere ‘overnight’ means spending an evening during which part would be 

occupied by sleeping, away from one’s own home”. – Ironically your own statement 

is devoid of common-sense. You should be aware, as everyone with common-sense 

will be, that evening is the period of time at the end of the day, usually from about 6 

p.m. to the beginning of night/bedtime. Before is the afternoon and after is night. 

Between night and afternoon is morning. Your understanding of overnight bizarrely 

does not actually involve the night and it requires sleeping yet evening is prior to 

bedtime. Your understanding would also suggest if you do not sleep – those with 

insomnia and/or very amorous young couples – then it is permitted to “stay 

overnight”. 

At best you have given me a statement that I may use for a future legal defence if ever 

required as you have demonstrated that the term “overnight” is ambiguous even for an MP 

and Solicitor. 

  

I am sure that you are aware by now that my grasp of law could be described as above 

average. The Government must be mindful of the difficulties for issuing a FPN for a breach 

of the regulation in its current format. I would politely suggest that your Government legal 

advisors will understand what I am alluding to. Being an uneducated house painter you will 

appreciate it would not be appropriate for me to allude further to a Solicitor or HM 

Government. 

  



Could I please request, and recommend, that you revisit your position on this and indeed 

ensure that Ministers do the right thing? 

Hopefully we will be in a position by close of business tomorrow where this is fully resolved. 

I look forward to hearing from you prior. As always please rest assured I am attempting to 

work with you. Could I suggest that you offer me that same courtesy? 

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 
 

From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2020 4:35 PM 

To: info@island-man.co.uk  

Subject: Covid19 guidance (Case Ref: GK27422) 

  

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  
Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 

Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 
www.gregknight.com 

  
 
  
 
Dear Andy 
  
The government website says: 
 
“You are not permitted to stay overnight away from the place where you or your 
support bubble are living - for a holiday or similar purpose - in the UK or overseas. 
This includes staying overnight in a second home. If your work requires you to stay 
away from home you can do so but should continue to practise social distancing. 
You can also stay overnight in an emergency, to escape harm or under other limited 
circumstances.” 
 
The legal basis of the lockdown is the Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
(England) Regulations 2020. The relevant section, “Restrictions on movement” 
states that: 
 
[6.—(1) No person may, without reasonable excuse, stay overnight at any place 
other than the place where they are living. 
 
(2) For the purposes of paragraph (1), the circumstances in which a person (“P”) has 
a reasonable excuse include cases where— 
 
(a)P needs to stay elsewhere to attend a funeral, as— 
(i)a member of the deceased person’s household, 



(ii)a close family member of the deceased person, or 
(iii)if no-one within paragraph (i) or (ii) is attending, a friend of the deceased person; 
 
(b)P is an elite athlete, a coach of an elite athlete, or (in the case of an elite athlete 
who is under the age of 18), a parent of the elite athlete, and needs to stay 
elsewhere for the purposes of training or competition; 
 
(c)P needs to stay elsewhere while moving house; 
 
(d)it is reasonably necessary for P to stay elsewhere— 
(i)for work purposes, or for the provision of voluntary or charitable services; 
(ii)to provide care or assistance to a vulnerable person, including relevant personal 
care within the meaning of paragraph 7(3B) of Schedule 4 to the Safeguarding of 
Vulnerable Groups Act 2006; 
(iii)to provide emergency assistance; 
(iv)to avoid injury or illness, or to escape a risk of harm; 
(v)to obtain medical assistance; 
 
(e)P needs to stay elsewhere to fulfil a legal obligation or participate in legal 
proceedings; 
 
(f)P is a child that does not live in the same household as their parents, or one of 
their parents, and the overnight stay is necessary to continue existing arrangements 
for access to, and contact between, parents and children; 
 
(g)P is unable to return to the place where P lives, because— 
(i)it is not safe for P to live there, 
(ii)P may not lawfully travel there, or is required by law to stay in another place, or 
(iii)the place where P is living is not available to P for any other reason. 
 
(3) Paragraph (1) does not apply to any person who is homeless. 
 
(4) For the purposes of paragraph (1), the place where a person is living includes the 
premises where they live together with any garden, yard, passage, stair, garage, 
outhouse or other appurtenance of such premises.] 
  
Yours sincerely 
 
Sir Greg Knight MP 

 

From: Andy Strangeway  
Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 6:34 AM 

To: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  
Cc: robert.goodwill.mp@parliament.uk  

Subject: Re: Covid19 guidance (Case Ref: GK27422) 

  
Dear Greg,  

  



Thank you for your email. I would have thought you above such discourtesy towards me as 

your email demonstrates. 

  

Your definition of “overnight” clearly confirms that the regulations are flawed and 

unenforceable. As you ignored my first request, once again I request, and recommend, that 

you revisit your position on this and indeed ensure that Ministers do the right thing. In its 

current format, the regulation undermines the Governments Covid policy. 

  

Am I correct in my belief that HM Government have declined to take a test case against me?  

  

I invite a full and courteous response from you by close of business Tuesday 16 June that 

accurately addresses my emails to you, for publication. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 

 
 
From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2020 10:10 AM 

To: info@island-man.co.uk  
Subject: (Case Ref: GK27422) 

  

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  
Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 

Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 
www.gregknight.com 

  
 
  
Dear Andy 
  
Receipt is acknowledged of your further email. 
  
Whether, in any given circumstances, a law or regulation is ‘flawed and 
unenforceable’ is a matter for the courts to determine.  Parliament makes the law, 
the courts interpret it and the police enforce it. 
  
Any decision to take proceedings against you is a matter for the police,  and not 
either parliament or government. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Greg Knight 
 


