
 

From: Andy Strangeway  

Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 10:41 AM 
To: enquiries@ernllca.info ; teresa@gregknight.com  

Cc: Stacey Bellamy ; townclerk@pocklington.gov.uk  
Subject: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries 

  

Dear Greg and ERNLLCA, 

Could I please refer you to https://andystrangewayindependent.com/2020/04/08/closing-

cemeteries-are-pocklington-residents-at-risk/ and the emails below? 

Between yourselves can you please decide are Market Weighton Town Council (MWTC) or 

Pocklington Town Council (PTC) acting as per the Governments position regards 

Cemeteries? 

Has MWTC been over-exuberant or have PTC misunderstood what is required? 

Given the seriousness of the situation could I please request that this is resolved by close of 

business today? 

Could I please request a statement for publication? 

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 
 

From: Andy Strangeway  
Sent: Wednesday, April 8, 2020 10:50 AM 

To: SOTHCOTT, Teresa  
Subject: Re: Automatic reply: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries 

  
Dear Teresa, 

  

I am sure Greg has my address but to confirm: 

  

1A, Holly Close, Full Suton, York, YO41 1LY 

  

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 
 

  
From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 11:25 AM 

To: info@island-man.co.uk  
Subject: Re: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  

https://andystrangewayindependent.com/2020/04/08/closing-cemeteries-are-pocklington-residents-at-risk/
https://andystrangewayindependent.com/2020/04/08/closing-cemeteries-are-pocklington-residents-at-risk/


 
   

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  
Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 

Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 
www.gregknight.com 

  
Dear Andy 
 
I thank you for your recent email in respect of Market Weighton cemetery. 
  
The responsibility for maintenance of and opening and closing of cemeteries is, as 
you are aware, the responsibility of local councils and not Parliament. 
  
Neither Parliament nor MP’s act as an appellate court over decisions of the local 
Town Council who are free to make their own judgement on issues, provided, of 
course, that they stay within the law. 
  
Generally speaking, in an emergency or lockdown situation, it would seem not 
unreasonable for a cemetery  to be closed except for burials or cremations. This is a 
decision that Market Weighton Town Council has made and I am not aware of any 
irregularity which could lead to a successful challenge in court, to this decision. 
  
The fact that another local authority has taken a different view shows that we live in a 
devolved, democratic system where reasonable and responsible councillors, faced 
with the same facts, can reach a different, but perfectly legitimate conclusion. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Greg Knight 
 

  

From: Andy Strangeway  

Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 1:44 PM 
To: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Subject: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  
Dear Greg, 

  

Thank you for your email. I will give this my consideration in due course, but I must raise 

one aspect with you as a matter of immediate urgency. 

  

You state: “I am not aware of any irregularity which could lead to a successful challenge in 

court” 

  

Whilst I am fully aware that Parish/Town Councils have a legal requirement to maintain 

cemeteries, I am unaware of any legal authorisation that permits Parish/Town Councils to 



close cemeteries, even as a decision of Full Council. Of course, I could be wrong. If there is 

legislation, could you please advise with reference to it? 

  

If there is no legislation, I believe this would be an “irregularity” which could lead to a 

successful challenge in court. As the most important weekend of the Christian calendar is 

almost upon us, many would normally visit their loved ones' graves in cemeteries, as part of 

their daily exercise regime, as they have done in previous years. I myself have relatives in the 

Market Weighton cemetery who were given a Christian burial. 

  

If there is no such legislation, could I request you phone Cllr Hemmerman to suggest he 

opens the cemetery ahead of the Easter weekend, please? 

  

FYI – The churchyard at All Saints remains open. 

  

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 

 

From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  
Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 2:56 PM 

To: info@island-man.co.uk  

Subject: Re: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  
 
   

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  
Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 

Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 
www.gregknight.com 

  
 
  
Dear Andy 
 
Thank you for your further email. 
 
I believe that it is the case that it is for each local authority to decide whether or not 
to keep a cemetery open, if there is no crematorium there.  
  
The decision is one for the council concerned and I am not going to second-guess 
them. 
 
Kidn regards 
 
Greg  
 

From: Andy Strangeway  



Sent: Thursday, April 9, 2020 3:15 PM 

To: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  
Subject: Re: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  
Dear Greg, 

  

Thank you for your email. 

  

Are you able to refer me please to the legislation that supports your statement? 

  

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 

From: Andy Strangeway  
Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 10:37 AM 

To: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  
Subject: Re: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  
Dear Greg, 

  

I am disappointed that you have failed to address my enquiry of last Thursday 9th April. 

  

The facts are simple. You are my elected representative. The Government, of which you are a 

part, gave guidance upon which Councils are now acting outwith their legal powers. The 

National Association of Funeral Directors (NAFD) supports my opinion.  

  

Unless it can be proven that the Councils do have the legal authority to close cemeteries, as 

you appear to believe, the Government must now clarify its guidance, elucidating the basic 

facts of the coronavirus legislation which, thus far, have been so wildly misinterpreted by 

local authorities. You have not yet, as per my request, provided reference to that part of the 

legislation which you appear to believe authorises local authorities in their actions. Please do 

so. 

  

Could I please ask that you request the required action of Government and offer me a 

statement for publication before close of business today? 

  

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 
 

From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 10:52 AM 
To: info@island-man.co.uk  

Subject: Re: Covid 19 - Closing East Yorkshire Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  
 
   

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  



Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 
Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 

www.gregknight.com 
  

 
  
 
  Dear Andy 
 
Thank you for your further email, which was received just before the Easter break. 
 
We are currently receiving a huge amount of emails, telephone calls and letters 
concerning the current health crisis and Sir Greg will reply to you as soon as 
possible. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Teresa 
 
Teresa Sothcott 
Private Secretary  
 

From: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 1:41 PM 
To: info@island-man.co.uk  

Subject: Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  

Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight 

Member of Parliament for East Yorkshire  
Tel:  01377 812123 or 0207 219 4077 

Email:  sothcottt@parliament.uk 
www.gregknight.com 

  
 
  
 
  Dear Andy 
 
Thank you for your further email. 
 
My understanding is that crematoria must be closed for anything other than funeral 
services, as required by the Health Protection (Coronavirus Restrictions) (England) 
Regulations 2020. 
 
There have been various reports of people using cemeteries as an alternative to 
parks, to get round the social distancing measures and clearly this is not acceptable 
and could compromise the aims of the Government measures to slow down the 
spread of the virus.   
 



The Government gave very clear guidance about the reasons that people can leave 
their homes and visiting a cemetery or crematorium, other than for a funeral, and 
then only in limited circumstances, is not one of them. 
 
If you are not satisfied by this, or require further information, it is not a matter for me 
to justify the actions of Parish and Town Councils.  If you need further information as 
to the basis of decisions Market Weighton Town Council has taken, I suggest you 
contact the council direct.  Although I am not aware that they have acted outside of 
the law, it is not for me to validate what they have done. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Greg Knight 
 

From: Andy Strangeway  

Sent: Friday, April 17, 2020 2:28 PM 
To: Rt Hon Sir Greg Knight MP  

Subject: Re: Cemeteries (Case Ref: GK26279) 

  
Dear Greg, 

  

Lets cut to the chase. 

  

Is there or is there not legislation authorising councils to prohibit the public from entering 

cemeteries and burial grounds at this moment to undertake their daily exercise and/or tending 

graves? 

  

If so please provide the link to the precise legislation. 

  

Regards, 

 

Andy Strangeway 
 


